
AISV Takes Part in the First CEESA Middle School Robotics Tournament in Budapest  

on December 1-4, 2011 

 

 
 

Honestly, we were all worried when we landed in Budapest after a long grueling day involving delayed 

flights.  We were tired. We were the smallest school attending the competition.  We had a late start getting our 

challenge board and deciding to go to the tournament.  We knew we had a good team, but emotions were 

running high and they were a bit frustrated.  The host school, AIS Budapest, provided our students with host 

families that were willing to deal with the delay in arrival and kept our students fed and well-rested.  Still, the 

team was quite tired and during the placement 'practice' matches of the first day, they tied for fourth with a 

Warsaw team that day.  We still showed a lot of spirit-- wearing our new Iron Wolves shirts, and waving a 

Lithuanian flag every chance we could.  The next day, after a good night's sleep, however, the Iron Wolves 

woke up and dominated the day.  Suddenly, everyone was whispering "Vilnius is the team to beat!".  By the end 

of the day, after three matches, the team went against one of Budapest's teams and ended in a rather close draw. 

 Overall, the team kept ahead all day in points due to their strategy of keeping the essential and practiced 

missions in mind, and abandoning riskier attempts to score huge points with higher chances of crashing the 

robot on the challenge board.  Our team was able to focus on gaining more and more points each time they 

competed, and learning more in one day of competition than they had in 5 weeks of practice. 

                             
  

Not only did AISV win the championship, but won the coveted 'Best Performing Robot Award'   which 

indicates how resourceful our students are - they created a streamlined robot, using the minimum amount of 

extra parts to complete numerous missions.  Other teams tended to have bloated creations that were heavy, easy 

to break, or just too big to maneuver around the challenge board.  The AISV Iron Wolves zipped through a 

number of missions while other teams struggled to set up for their next run.  During the tournament several 

judges for programming and building interviewed the team- asking them questions about how and why they did 

things the way they did.  Overall, they were impressed by the robot and how well the students worked together. 

  

CEESA Middle School Robotics is based on the world-wide FLL (First Lego League) in which over 

16,000 teams are registered to compete using the Lego Mindstorms Robotics set and a lot of imagination.  This 

was the first year for CEESA, and was dubbed 'The Founder's Tournament'.  Next year we expect around eight 

schools from the CEESA region to compete when we meet in Helsinki.  Next year will be a lot tougher for us, 

but I expect our experienced Iron Wolves will make us proud once more! 

  

By Eric Olive, AISV Robotics Team Coach 

 



From Student Experience and Impressions: 

 

    
 

We arrived at the robotics tournament exhausted, with one robot, one computer, and a list of missions 

we would do throw-out the tournament. During the first day of practice we ran our robot to see if it still worked 

after the traveling. We found that the mission of stealing the other team’s rat was not working. After studding 

the board we discovered they were apart unlike when we were practicing with one board and Legos to separate 

the rat so represent the extra distance the other board will move the rat away. As we tested the missions 

everything seemed to be going smoothly except for a couple of turns that were off by only a few degrees (I 

fixed the programs before the final tournament). 

I studied lots of the other team’s strategies and found that they were using big robots to catch bacteria. 

Some of the disadvantages they had were their robots had to be started in a certain place by the user while our 

robot had a specific start spot so you could not affect the mission by starting it wrong. Another problem they 

had is that their robots were so big they kept hitting obstacles. 

On the tournament day I decided to try a new approach. For our truck mission I programed it to go 

further forward to spill the corn in the combine while getting the truck. I also made an easy straight in and out 

program for the green bacteria while my team adjusted the fish mission attachment to also work as a bacteria 

catcher. With these extra missions and the truck mission that we finally got to work we started scouring up to 60 

more points. Our final strategy was to keep doing the missions we were best at and add on other missions if we 

had time. 

  

 By Andrew, Grade 8 student 

  

The robotics tournament was really exciting and fun. It was stressful and it taught me a lot about 

robotics and team work. The tournament was three matches and the final match. It took lots of work to get the 

robot programmed and to design it. When we were at the final match everyone was looking at us and all the 

lights went out except for a spotlight on the board. After we finished the completion the awards were given to 

the teams. Our team won with 235 points and we got the Robot Performance Award and the Champions Award. 

All the teams did their best even though they didn’t win. I think that even though you fail everything that there 

is still something to learn from the experience. 

  

By Sophia, Grade 6 student 

 

  December 2 and 3, were two very thrilling and fascinating days. My team, The Iron Wolves learned a lot 

about robot design, programming and especially teamwork. We encountered many problems and teamwork 

came to be very useful. The most exciting part of the tournament was the finals. The Championship rounds were 

to decide if we were strong enough to win 1 
st
 place. We played 2 rounds against Budapest Blazers and got 235 

points and beat Budapest.  We won the Champion’s Award and the Robot Performance Award even if we were 

the smallest school and team. We are all looking forward to competing in the next tournament in Helsinki! 

  

 By Iris, Grade 6 student 

 


